Producing a Successful Video

The key to a successful video is planning.

Resist the temptation to go out and shoot your video immediately. Spending a little time thinking and planning the proposed video will save time, frustration and ensure that you achieve what is required

Step One
• Decide exactly what your video will be about.

• What are you trying to show, tell, outline?

• How will the story be told?

Often it is a good idea to write down a basic outline, refine it, adding further information about what is required and when.

Aim for a list of all the major shots that you require.

If you intend to edit always error on the side of shooting additional material as the excess shots can always be discarded during the editing process.  It is often difficult to return to a location to get that shot that was missed!

Step Two
Using a Storyboard
A storyboard is a grid of television - shaped outlines drawn on a sheet of paper. Using your list of essential shots that you have already drawn up in Step One, - simply draw a moment from each shot in each of the screen outlines - matchstick people and box houses are quite adequate for this purpose.

In the space underneath each frame write a note about each shot, where and when it will be shot; any special lighting or sound requirements: props; special permission needed; production duties and responsibilities and so on.

The result is a series of rough 'stills' showing the general flow of the program on screen.

Step Three
Study the storyboard, preferably over a period of time, for it will often reveal shortcomings or possible alternative approaches to the subject. Perhaps the viewer is not given sufficient information or the sequence of ideas is confusing. Perhaps the order of the shots is not as good as it could be. Perhaps the order in which the tape will be shot needs further revision?

Example of a Storyboard: Wedding Day
Shot 1. Wide shot of Church

Shot 2. Guests arriving

Shot 3. Groom and best man arriving

Shot 4. Bride and Father arriving

Shot 5. Bride and Father entering Church, walking up aisle. Possible candid shot of parents.

Shot 6. Wedding Ceremony - exchange of rings, vows, signing of register, reaction of quest, bride and groom parents etc...

Shot 7. Couple leaving Church

Shot 8. Candid shots among quests

Shot 9. Couple leaving for Reception

Shot 10. Couple arriving at reception

Shot 11. Wedding cake, food- as quest take their seats

Shot 12. Candid shots of quests eating and drinking

Shot 13. Speeches: shots of speakers and reactions among quest

Shot 14 Cutting of cake

Shot 15. ' Decoration of car'

Shot 16. Departure of couple and end of reception

Shot 17. Closing Credits, etc...
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